WORKSHEET 1a

Immigration to the US: getting started

OVERALL TASK DESIGN: Over the next few lessons you are going to find out about European immigration to the US in the 19th and early 20th century. To get into the topic, you will hear two emotional songs and view some interesting Internet videos. This will help you prepare and perform a role play in which you act as the son or daughter of European immigrants in America, sharing your motives for leaving Europe as well as your first experiences in the New World.

In these lessons you will learn…

· to understand spoken texts about immigration to the US

· to listen for gist, details and specific information

· to use visual information together with audio information (video)

· to report about experiences and express feelings

TASK: Make a mind map and discuss your ideas… 





Goodbye, Deutschland…

emigration & immigration

– here and now




WORKSHEET 1b

“The Emigrant's Farewell” by Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh
TASK: Listen to the Irish song “The Emigrant’s Farewell”. While listening, try to fill in the gaps in the lyrics. Then compare your text with your partner (when in doubt about a gap, ask your teacher). Together try to group key words from the gaps in the grid below. Now get together in groups of 4-6 students: Imagine you are Irish teenagers aboard the ship halfway to America who are talking about leaving their country behind. You may use the words and phrases in the grid.

	Our ________, she is ready to _______  ______
And it's come, my sweet comrades, o'er the ________  ______
Her snow-white wings are all unfurled
And soon will _______  ____  ___  ___________  ___________


	Chorus (after each stanza):
_______  _________, love, _____  _____  ___________
For ____  _______  ____  _________ and cannot deceive
My hand and heart I will give to thee
So farewell, my love, and ________________  _____


	Farewell, sweet Dublin's _________ and braes
To Killiney _____________'s ______________  ___________
Where many's the ________  _______  _____________  _______
We loitered _________  _____  _______ away


	It's now I must bid a long adieu
To Wicklow and its beauties, too
Avoca's ___________ where __________  _________
There to discourse in absence sweet


	Farewell, sweet Delgany, likewise the glen
The Dargle ________________ and then
The _____________  ____________ surrounding Bray
Shall be my thoughts when far away




	Phrases from the song concerning…
	Places in Ireland

	voyage
	feelings
	nature in Ireland
	

	
	
	
	Dublin

Killiney Mountain

Wicklow

Avoca

Delgany

Dargle

Bray

	Useful phrases for your conversation

	I always enjoyed…

I’m already missing…

I will always think of…

I will never forget…

Last night I dreamt…

I really feel…
	Do you remember…?

Will we ever see…again?

Why do we have to…?

…


WORKSHEET 2

Historical overview: European immigration to the US

in the late 19th and early 20th century

http://www.archive.org/details/Immigrat1946 (Internet video)

TASK: You are going to watch a short film (see URL above) on the Internet which gives you some general information on European immigration to the US in the late 19th and early 20th century. In some scenes, the film shows different groups of European immigrants...

While watching, fill in the grid below with your partner. You will need the information to give a short talk to your classmates.
Before watching the film:
Decide who concentrates on the audio information and who on the visual information.

While watching the film:

Fill in the following grid noting down the essential pieces of information on Parts 1 – 3 (ca. 7’40). You are free to stop and replay the film whenever necessary, but make sure you deal with the task within the given time frame of 20 minutes.

	AUDIO INFORMATION
	VISUAL INFORMATION

	PART 1 (00:00 - 02:50): WAVES OF IMMIGRANTS

	
	First pictures:

	
	Map of …
	Date
	Migration from .. to …

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	PART 2 (02:50 - 04:36): MOTIVES & HOPES

	Frame: At a European steamship agent’s office

	
	

	Flashback 1: Work / job situation in Europe

	
	

	Flashback 2: Political situation in Europe

	
	


	Flashback 3: Practising one’s religion in Europe

	
	

	PART 3 (04:36 - 07:40): ARRIVAL & INTEGRATION

	
	

	PART 4 (07:40 - 10:22): IMMIGRATION 1924ff.

	THIS PART IS IRRELEVANT FOR THE TASK


N.B.: The video shown is from 1946, a time when African-Americans were called “negroes”, a discriminatory name.

After watching the film:

Tell your partner what you have understood (audio information) or seen (visual information) in each part of the film. While listening to your partner fill in the grid.

Then choose one part of the film. Prepare and practise a short talk one of you has to give combining both audio and visual information. 

(ca. 10 min.)

PRESENTATION (short talks on Parts 1, 2 and 3) AND DISCUSSION

(ca. 7 min.)

WORKSHEET 3

The Hansen Family Story – a personal account

Retracing a Danish family’s successful immigration

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2lJs-0swH8 (Internet video)

TASK: You are going to watch an Internet video (see URL above) in which Mary Hansen, a member of a Danish-American family, tells the story of her family’s immigration to the US. First read the statements below. Then watch the video, trying to understand as much as you can. While watching a second time, tick the correct answer for each statement (true – false). As the speaker is talking rather fast, you may want to watch the video again. Now check your answers using the solutions sheet.

Finally, use the information and some expressions from the box to retell the Hansens’ story in a more emotional way.

	No.
	STATEMENT
	TRUE
	FALSE

	
	
	

	OLD LIFE
	
	

	1
	Mary Hansen and her family lived in Denmark’s capital, Copenhagen.
	○
	○

	2
	The family owned a little farmhouse.
	○
	○

	3
	Mary’s father worked as a baker.
	○
	○

	VOYAGE
	
	

	4
	Mary’s parents were the first members of her family to leave Denmark in 1911.
	○
	○

	5
	The voyage by ship took more than a month.
	○
	○

	6
	Mary could not see the Statue of Liberty because it was too foggy on the day she arrived.
	○
	○

	ARRIVAL
	
	

	7
	At Ellis Island, she was impressed by how differently all the immigrants there dressed and spoke.
	○
	○

	8
	After the medical examination all people with mental illnesses were sent to hospital.
	○
	○

	NEW LIFE
	
	

	9
	Mary’s father had to change his name to Sam so that it sounded more American.
	○
	○

	10
	The family started a new life in Exira, Iowa, where Mary’s father had found a job as a carpenter.
	○
	○


	Useful phrases for retelling Mary Hansen’s story

	I was / We were …

My family was …

My mum / dad was …

My brothers were …
	glad / pleased

excited

moved / touched

fascinated

overwhelmed / thrilled

relieved

hopeful
	unhappy

worried

nervous

disappointed

scared / frightened

tearful

exhausted / worn out
	when …

after …

before …

as (soon as) …

because …

at the sight of …


WORKSHEET 4

“Paddy’s Lament” – traditional song performed by Sinead O’Connor
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7wvj9QhoV8 (Internet video)

TASK: Listen to the Irish song “Paddy’s Lament” (see URL above). While listening, try to answer the questions about Paddy’s “sad narration” (sad story) and then compare with your partner. If you have no answer to any question, listen to the song, or parts of the song, a second time.

Then find yourself a new partner (if possible, of the opposite sex): you are Paddy and Bid now, who meet in America after Bid decided to leave Ireland, too. Bid is surprised to find a very sad Paddy and they talk about Paddy’s experiences and their situation in the New World. Take a few notes that you can use when acting out their conversation.

	Well, it’s by the…

· Why did Paddy leave Ireland?


	Paddy: for ‘Patrick’, typical Irish name for boys (St. Patrick is Ireland’s most famous saint)

	Well, I sold…

· What did Paddy have to leave behind?

· How did Bid McGee feel when Paddy left?


	Bid: for ‘Bridget’, typical Irish name for girls (St. Bridget is another famous Irish saint)

	
	

	CHORUS: Here’s you boys…

· What is Paddy’s advice to young men in Ireland?

· How does he feel about his Irish hometown Dublin?


	

	
	

	Well, myself and…

Paddy and many other Irishmen sailed to America to have a better life…

· But what happened to them when they arrived?


	Yankee land: name for America

Lincoln: American president at the time of the Civil War (1860-64), who forced Irish immigrants to fight in his army

	
	

	General Meagher to us…

· Who will get a pension?

· Why did Paddy get a wooden peg, and not a pension?


	pension: a sum of money paid for the rest of a person’s life

wooden peg: = wooden leg

	
	

	Well, I think…

· Why does Paddy curse “Americay” and wish to return to “old Ireland”?


	to curse: “verfluchen”


WORKSHEET 5

 Small Strangers – Role play: immigrant children sharing their experiences
FINAL TASK: After learning quite a lot about European immigration to the US at the turn of the 20th century, you are now ready for your role play...

You are the child of European immigrants who have started a new life in New York. Some months have passed since you arrived at Ellis Island. On St Patrick’s Day, you meet other immigrant children who have come to watch the parade and together you talk about your experiences in America, your families’ present situation as well as the motives for leaving Europe. 

Split up into four groups – each group prepares a role card for one child. You can choose from different nationalities (e.g. Irish, Danish, Polish, Italian), and you decide how successful your family’s start of a new life has been. Rehearse your role. Finally, mixed groups present impromptu role plays.

ROLE CARD

	Full name:
	

	Country of origin:
	

	Age:
	

	Parents’ original jobs:
	

	Motives for coming to America:
	

	Family’s new situation:
	

	Successes:
	

	Problems:
	

	Important experiences:
	

	Other:
	


N.B.: Go over your worksheets again and find useful phrases to prepare for the role play.
While watching the role plays:

Take notes on the following questions:

· What makes each role play interesting?

· Are the four families’ situations / the children’s experiences similar or different?

· What are the reasons for the families’ successes and problems in America? 

· Are the four characters realistic?

















































PRACTICAL ASPECTS





FEARS & PROBLEMS





HOPES & EXPECTATIONS





REASONS & MOTIVES








